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Introduction 

Learning to drive is exciting, but recent changes introduced by the DVSA 
mean that booking and managing your practical driving test is now more 
important than ever. 

The purpose of these changes is to reduce waiting times and encourage 
learners to take their test only when they are genuinely ready. 

This guide explains: 

• The new DVSA rules 
• How to book your test correctly 
• Common mistakes to avoid 
• How to know when you're ready to pass 
• How Starting Point Intensive can help you succeed 

 

The New DVSA Rules Explained 

The DVSA has introduced several important changes to the driving test 
booking system. 

Learners Must Book Their Own Test 

Driving instructors can no longer book practical driving tests on behalf of 
pupils. 

All learners must use the official GOV.UK website to: 

http://www.startingpointintensive.com/


• Book a driving test 
• Change a driving test 
• Cancel a driving test 

Your instructor can advise and guide you, but the booking must be 
completed by you. 

 

Limited Changes to Test Appointments 

The DVSA has introduced restrictions on the number of times a test can be 
changed. 

This means it's more important than ever to choose the right test date and 
ensure you're genuinely ready before booking. 

 

Take The Test When You're Ready 

Many learners used to book the earliest available test and hope to be ready 
in time. 

The DVSA now encourages learners to book only when they are close to test 
standard and prepared to take the test. 

 

When Should You Take Your Driving Test? 

A good rule of thumb is: 

You should be able to: 

�� Drive independently without constant instruction 

�� Complete manoeuvres confidently 

�� Handle roundabouts safely 

�� Drive on dual carriageways where appropriate 

�� Deal with busy traffic conditions 

�� Complete mock tests at test standard 



If you're still relying heavily on your instructor's prompts, it's usually too 
early to take the test. 

 

Common Booking Mistakes 

Booking Too Early 

Many learners book a test before they have developed the necessary skills. 

This creates unnecessary pressure and often leads to test changes or 
cancellations. 

 

Choosing the Wrong Test Centre 

Not all test centres have the same road layouts or traffic conditions. 

Speak to your instructor about which test centre is most suitable for your 
training area. 

 

Ignoring Instructor Advice 

Your instructor sees your driving. 

If they advise additional preparation, it is usually because they want to 
maximise your chances of success. 

 
 

How to Know if You're Test Ready 

Ask yourself: 

Can I drive for 40 minutes without assistance? 

Am I making safe decisions consistently? 

Can I deal with unexpected situations calmly? 

Do I understand the Show Me, Tell Me questions? 

Am I passing mock tests regularly? 



If the answer to all of these questions is yes, you're likely approaching test 
standard. 

 

The Benefits of Intensive Driving Courses 

Intensive courses can help learners: 

• Learn faster 
• Build confidence quickly 
• Maintain momentum 
• Reach test standard efficiently 
• Prepare thoroughly for test day 

At Starting Point Intensive, every course is tailored to the individual learner's 
experience and goals. 

 

How Starting Point Intensive Can Help 

We can't book your test for you, but we can help you every step of the way. 

Our instructors will: 

✓ Assess your current driving standard 

✓ Create a personalised training plan 

✓ Advise when you're ready to take the test 

✓ Guide you through the booking process 

✓ Help you select a suitable test date 

✓ Prepare you with structured lessons and mock tests 

✓ Support you right up to, and including, test day 

 

Free Driving Assessment 

Not sure how many hours you need? 

Arrange a free consultation with Starting Point Intensive and receive: 



• An honest evaluation of a suitable driving course 
• A recommended training plan 
• Advice on when to take your test 
• Answers to any questions about the new DVSA rules 

 

Ready to Get Started? 

Contact Starting Point Intensive today. 

We'll help you become a safe, confident driver and maximise your chances of 
passing first time. 

Website: www.startingpointintensive.com 

Phone: 07704 200923 

Email: info@startingpointintensive.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for driving tips, learner advice and the 
latest DVSA updates. 

http://www.startingpointintensive.com/
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